Instruments of the 5th Grade Band


Flute

[image: image1..pict]To play the flute you blow across the head joint and press down keys to produce different notes. (5th grade band needs up to 15 flutes)

Oboe

[image: image2..pict]A double reed instrument with a very distinctive sound.  Oboes are important for a well-rounded band sound. (5th grade band needs up to 3 oboes)

Clarinet

[image: image3..pict]The most important instrument in the woodwind family. A large clarinet section is crucial for a true band sound. Clarinets have one reed attached to a mouthpiece and different tones are produced by covering the tone holes. (5th grade band needs 25 or more clarinets)
Saxophone – Alto or Tenor

[image: image4..pict][image: image5..pict][image: image6..pict][image: image7..pict]Saxophone comes in two varieties – alto and tenor.  A very popular instrument and bands must maintain tight control on the number of saxophone players, their sound can be very over-powering. ONLY a few saxophones are selected every year and good alternate choices are clarinet or horn. A VERY LIMITED SECTION - 5th grade band takes ONLY 8 altos and 4 tenors. 

Trumpet

[image: image8..pict]Can you buzz your lips? Then you can play the trumpet or any other brass instrument.  Trumpet is the highest sounding member of the brass family and plays in both concert band and jazz band. (5th grade band needs 15 or more trumpets)

Horn

[image: image9..pict]With its almost 50 feet of wrapped-up tubing, the horn is a deceptively “long” instrument.  Horn works the same way a trumpet does – you buzz your lips – but the sound is a bit lower and mellower. (5th grade band needs up to 8 horns)

Trombone

[image: image10..pict]How do you change notes on a trombone? You push the slide out to play lower and pull the slide back up to play higher. Trombones are two pieces of curved tubing, and great fun. It’s the only instrument that can produce a “smear.” (5th grade band needs 8 or more trombones)

Baritone

[image: image11..pict]The brother to the tuba, baritones are actually more closely related to the trombone. They sound almost identical but operate differently – baritones have vales you depress while the trombone has a slide.  (5th grade band needs 4 or more baritones)

Percussion

[image: image12..pict][image: image13..pict]More than just a snare drum, percussion includes keyboard mallet instruments (like xylophone), cymbals and all of the little things that add color.  However, the number of percussion parts can be very limited so only a few people are selected for this section.  (A VERY LIMITED SECTION – 5th grade band takes ONLY 8 each year.  Piano skills are a plus) 
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